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The Noble Susquehannocks The Native Peoples of the Lower Susquehanna River ?nao]l 80AS] nA" APdaA”" Pngq
The Susquehannocks have been described as heroic and noble.  Lauxmont Farms and the Lower Susquehanna River Valley host centuries of human history and include The Susquehanna River was an impediment to westward travel
Several explorers have noted in journals that they were of nationally significant heritage resources. These lands hold the phestory record of the first inhabitants for European settlers, so ferries were established to help them
enormous height, and spoke with deep voices. of the area « going back over 12,000 years! As many as 50,000 Native People lived their lives on this cross the river safely. Thomas Cresap, a colorful, rugged 5
By 1550 A.D., the Susquehannocks made their first defensive riverside landscape, which can be viewed from Lauxmont Farms and its surroundings. _d] n ] _pan Akl an] pa Ap daA>hasA
stockade around compactly arranged bardcovered longhouses. A The last Native People who lived here were ~—== —— Cln aj©Aaop]paAs$]hkjcAsd]pAheo
pactly g g ' P | =3 1732. His hostile activities during this time helped ignite a bitter

97-foot longhouse would contain about 24 families« 12 families the Susquehannocks (also known as the
on each side of a central aisle in which six fireplaces were located. © ? kj aopkc] 0 ©%* AAPd a
dates back to 1550, but it is believed that
the Susquehannock were in this region at
least 400 years beforehand.

and sometimes violent border dispute between the colonies of
Maryland and Pennsylvania.

The Susquehannock prospered in this
valley, reaching a peak around 1650
A.D. They had allied themselves with __

The border between the two colonies was originally to be
established along the 40 parallel, which runs through what is

the Erench by 1615, the English b : O wone S WA e % now the historic dairy barn at Lauxmont Farms and along Knights
y g y The last known Susquehannock Indian VR ST N TR : View Road to Eastern York High School.

1625, and the Dutch by 1630- the TN ) village site« officially known today as the
only tribe to become trading partners 2 Sr:aizn>tr1a'd i2n> 1CO§1 ﬁotl |t 2l zesz2'spmEe ®d | nip FoGignificard that
with all three European powers. ’ g the National Park Service has recognized it
as deserving ofNational Historic Landmark
status. In 2003, Preservation Pennsylvania
listed this site as one of the” Most
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Commonwealth.

However, relying on a map with

a surveying error, in 1682

William Penn placed Philadelphia
five miles into Maryland

Territory. Penn, wanting to
ensure that he retain title to the
city, along with access to the
sea, claimed that the border lay
farther south. After 50 years of
failed attempts to resolve the
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and reclaim the land for Lord Baltimore. For almost eight years,
Cresap and his followers harassed area residents and irritated la
enforcement authorities. His enemies nicknamed him the
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In 1658, fighting between the Susquehannock and the Iroquois
began. Disease and war began to take their tok by 1669 the

tribe was down to only 300 warriors, with the rest of them forced

to settle among the Mohawk and Oneida. In 1706, the Iroquois
allowed 300 Susquehannock to return to the area. With the
influence of Quaker missionaries, many became Christian, and the
traditional Susquehannock left to join the Mingo in Ohio. Y

By 1763 only 20 Susquehannock (all "”10
Christians) survived. They were

peaceful, but suffered because of
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settlers in the east.Fourteen

Conestoga were arrested and held

in a Lancaster jail for their own

protection. Six left behind in their

village were attacked and killed by a ‘ C
najgaj Ai krAgjksj Al oA pdaAl] |
> k uo ©( A S d k A p d a J A" nSokurcgl,: éﬁnﬁg\ﬁog GinapFe)r J§ é%}:igyfg P?hn'se/\vgnie;lArcﬁaergéEncyclopaediaBrittanica (@“ﬁc?}ﬁ -1( \“}i%ﬁ%}(%\\l: '\(}- \0%{{3%{:«\1{\: A 1] &

and beat the other 14 to death. (http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9058830); Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Images courtesy of Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/monthlyprograms/american_indian/2001/susque.htm

Susquehanna Heritage Park

Finally, in 1760, Pennsylvania and Maryland agreed to establish
the border 15 miles south of Philadelphia. The line, however,
was not officially defined until 1767 when British astronomers
Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon completed surveying it.

»”

Saving Our Historic River LandscapeA Once & Forever Choice


http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9058830
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9058830
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9058830
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/monthlyprograms/american_indian/2001/susque.htm

